EEB’s TEN GREEN TESTS FOR THE DANISH PRESIDENCY
1.

SUSTAINABLE EXIT FROM THE CRISIS


A greening of the European semester by pushing for a strong signal from the European
Council to Member States to include Environmental Fiscal Reform and removal of
Environmentally Harmful Subsidies in their National Reform Programmes, thereby linking
economic, social and environmental solutions.



Securing the Council’s commitment to a Seventh Environmental Action Programme which
reflects a visionary and forward-looking agenda for environmental policy in Europe, with the
Commission being called on to prepare an ambitious, comprehensive proposal to this end.

2.

FINANCIAL PERSPECTIVES 2014-2020


The EU budget becomes an instrument for the implementation of an eventual renewed EU
Sustainable Development Strategy by requiring application of strict sustainability criteria and
conditions.



At least 3bn euros from the EU budgets should go towards Natura 2000. This money needs to
be allocated (“ring-fenced”) for that purpose, under agricultural, fisheries/maritime and
cohesion funding lines.



A significantly increased LIFE fund, under the leadership of DG Environment.

3.

CLIMATE


Following the Durban conference, make sure that the EU will commit to a 30% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 based on 1990 levels in preparing the extension of the
Kyoto Protocol up to 2020.



Strengthen the Emissions Trading Scheme through tightening the cap on CO2 emissions.



Request the European Commission to use the review of the F-Gas Regulation to put in place
a ban on HFCs by 2020 at latest.

4.

ENERGY


Adopt a Council Common Position on the Energy Efficiency Directive that will include legally
binding national targets that will ensure that the overall 20% EU target will be met.



Insist that the Commission comes out with a legislative proposal for calculating indirect land
use changes (ILUC) emissions for different biofuels and start Council work on it as soon as
they do.



Reach agreement on a revised Energy Tax Directive which will maintain separate CO2 and
energy tax components as proposed by the Commission and with an increased tax level for
the CO2 part.

5.

HEALTH & POLLUTION


Adopt a Council Common Position on sulphur in marine fuels that will fully implement the IMO
agreement.



Adopt a Council Common Position on Seveso III that will ensure a wide scope and sufficient
access to information, public participation and access to justice for NGOs.



In the Commission’s proposal a regulation on the sound level of motor vehicles, support the
adoption of more stringent noise emission standards for cars, vans, buses and lorries, and
ensuring their rapid entry into force.
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6.

In the negotiations on the revision of the Gothenburg Protocol on air pollution, push for a
stronger ambition level coming from the EU during final negotiations scheduled for May 2012.

CHEMICALS


Speed up substitution of substances of very high concern (SVHCs) under REACH and find
solutions to the problem of endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) and cocktail effects.



Maintain the EU’s leading role in international negotiations on a Mercury Treaty.



Push for a Council Common Position on the revised Environmental Quality Standards
directive to ensure the phase-out of Priority Hazardous Substances by 2020.



Restrict derogations from the PIC procedure and prohibit export of Annex XIV SVHCs for use
in importing countries when these substances are not subject to authorisation requirements
equivalent to REACH.



Insist that the Commission will propose legislation on use and end-of-life treatment of
nanomaterials and amendments to existing legislation to take account of potential nano effect.

7.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE & FISHERIES


Reorient the debate on the new CAP to ensure that payment of public money through CAP
yields environmental benefits not environmental damage.



Insist on a rigorous, comprehensive, coherent and mandatory regime for the risk assessment
of GMOs is in place prior to any authorisation of GM crops.



Reform the CFP with the goal of restoring and maintaining, by 2015, populations of harvested
species above levels which can produce the maximum sustainable yields.

8.

RESOURCES & WASTE


Actively follow and support the Commission’s efforts to set ambitious resource use targets
and indicators.



Ensure that a new EU Directive for end-of-life ships includes rapid and appropriate regulatory
action and economic measures to strengthen the ‘EC Strategy on better ship dismantling'.

9.

ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE


In response to the Commission Communication on Implementation and Enforcement, call for
legislative proposals establishing effective inspections at EU and Member State levels.



Revive discussion on the stalled access to justice directive in accordance with the Aarhus
Convention.



Support the Parliament’s efforts to strengthen access to documents regulation 2001/1049 and
in any case ensure that the recast does not result in any weakening of original regulation.

10. RIO+20


Promote a green economy roadmap which is based on recognition of the need for the EU and
other developed countries to rapidly reduce their ecological footprints in accordance with
planetary boundaries and the principle of global equity.



Push for launch of negotiations on new binding agreements on environmental democracy,
corporate environmental and social responsibility, environmental assessment, oceans and
chemicals.
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