TEN TESTS FOR THE HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY
1. GREENING THE EUROPE 2020 STRATEGY


Agree on a low carbon roadmap 2050 that convincingly shows how the EU can
reduce, in an environmentally sound manner, greenhouse gas emissions by 90%
by 2050, with concrete - and where possible legally binding - measures included
straight away to move in that direction.



Produce national reform programmes in agreement with civil society
organisations that concretely contribute to sustainable development by focussing
on energy savings, substantially increased resource efficiency and protection of
biodiversity.

2. FINANCIAL PERSPECTIVES 2014-2020


Ensure that European Council discusses the outcomes of the EU budget review
process, with a focus on the desired priorities for EU spending under the next
multiannual financial framework (MFF) rather than on the size of the EU budget.



Organise formal or informal input from the Environment Council on the orientation
and conditions of EU environmental funding, including the means of climate and
biodiversity proofing of EU budget payments, preventing any environmentally
damaging subsidies.



Promote positive engagement with stakeholders and European Parliament as to
how the next MFF (including structural and cohesion funding) can be oriented to
deliver on the EU’s sustainable development objectives, including by fighting
climate change, promoting resource efficiency, protecting and enhancing
biodiversity, and a clean and safe environment.

3. IMPLEMENTING A REAL ENERGY SAVINGS AGENDA


Ensure the new Energy Efficiency Action Plan is on the table of the European
Summit on Energy on 4th February.



Introduce a legally binding absolute energy use reduction target of 20% by 2020, with
appropriate specific targets.



Ensure a fully revised Energy Tax Directive with substantially increased minimum
levels high enough to make a substantial contribution to energy savings and
reductions of greenhouse gas emissions.



Give retail power companies responsibility and financial incentive to promote and
implement energy efficiency measures in households, SMEs and industry.



Launch a major initiative for energy savings oriented deep renovations of existing
building stock throughout the EU.



Introduce new innovative and reliable financial mechanisms, including through
green investment banks for energy savings measures.

4. FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE


Carry out an immediate assessment of the outcomes of Cancun and of the EU
strategy in the climate talks in 2010.



Seek effective, decisive and immediate implementation to agreements made.



Follow the Commission’s assessment and adopt the 30% emission reduction
target based on domestic action, with a view to further assessments on raising
this to 40% domestically.



Set in place the full annual amount of 2.4bn Euros, new and additional, and
transparent, EU contribution for the ‘fast start financing’, made available with
immediate effect.



Set clear figures on the EU’s contribution (at least 35bn Euros/year by 2020) to
go directly to developing countries for mitigation and adaptation support. This
support must be new, additional to national ODA commitments, predictable and
binding.



Put pressure on Commission to produce a legal proposal on handling Indirect
Land Use Change (ILUC) impacts in biofuels production and seek rapid
agreement.

5. IMPLEMENTING THE BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY


A solid commitment to meet the conservation objectives set under the Habitats
and Birds Directive as well as the Water and Marine Strategy Framework
Directives and to match this with sufficient financing.



A robust commitment to the development of a set of new policy instruments
including a Directive on Invasive Species and a policy on green and a call on the
Commission to develop the necessary proposals.



A central role for biodiversity, in line with the Nagoya agreements, in the role out
of the EU 2020 Strategy and relevant flagship initiatives, most notably the one on
resource efficiency.



Work on the adoption of the Soil Directive.

6. REFORMING THE CAP


Focus on rewarding farmers for delivery of public goods. Strengthening of 2nd
pillar, and greening of the 1st pillar.



Intensive involvement of the Environmental Council, including through a joint
meeting with Agriculture Ministers, on setting the environment protection priorities
of CAP.



In any case, no step backwards compared with the Commission’s proposals with
regards to environmental improvements.



Ensure that the legislative proposal mentions High Nature Value farming systems
because of its environmental and social importance, and that the CAP payments
support NATURA 2000 network and that the agri-environmental schemes are
reinforced.

7. GMO CULTIVATION


Ensure a new moratorium on the cultivation of GMOs until the current
authorisation system is significantly strengthened and rules in line with the 2008
Council conclusions, guaranteeing Member States the right to decide whether or
not they should cultivate GM crops in their territory are in place.



Work to put in place a rigorous, comprehensive, coherent and mandatory regime
for the risk assessment of GMOs.

8. IMPROVING PUBLIC HEALTH PROTECTION


With regards to the Novel Foods Regulation: ensure that fundamental research
on hazard and exposure is undertaken before further marketing of
nanotechnology applications, and develop systems for good governance, already
in the R&D stage; and ensure the introduction of labelling requirements for all
existing applications of engineered nanomaterials.



Insist the Commission comes with revisions of the Noise and National Emission
Ceilings Directives in 2011.

9. MERCURY: GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AND GOOD EXAMPLE


Ensure the adoption of new and robust EU Mercury strategy including the
phasing out of use of mercury in the chlor-alkali industry, in dental care and
button cell batteries; and taking action regarding emissions from coal-fired power
plants.



Ensure proper implementation of the EU Mercury Export ban regulation from 15th
March 2011, and the safe storage of the excess mercury by adopting appropriate
criteria for the safe storage of mercury and by further examining the possibility to
extend the scope of the export ban to include mercury containing products which
are already prohibited on the EU market.



Ensure continuation of EU leadership role in UNEP Mercury Treaty negotiations

10. REVERSE UNSUSTAINABLE WASTE TRENDS


Secure the collection, reuse and recycling ambitions of the WEEE recast and
strengthen the implementation of the individual producer responsibility principle;
set specific collection targets for cooling and freezing appliances, mercury
containing lamps, small appliances and ICT products containing “scarce”
resources; require harmonised registration and fight against leakages from
official routes and illegal shipments.



Put pressure on the Commission to finally come out with a Directive that
effectively creates the conditions for optimised biowaste management by setting
clear drivers for high quality compost and anaerobic digestion in order to prevent
biowaste to be further landfilled or incinerated.

